
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

No Exit New Music Association 
 
  
Your Project Title: NO EXIT's Cleveland Composers Concert Series 

Your Project Summary: This project, a concert series, is devoted to the commissioning and world premiere 

of musical works by six Cleveland area composers. Three concerts will be held at Cleveland State 

University, SPACES and Heights Arts, exact dates in November still to be decided. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public Benefit? ABSOLUTELY! I can't tell you how many times I have asked my neighbors or 

my students who are from remote neighborhoods if they have had the chance to experience seeing the 

Philharmonic. And each time I am met with the answers "Oh no, I can't afford to see the Phil!" or "Classical 

music? I don't know if I'll like it..." Accessibility is the answer to all of this! Bravo to NO EXIT for being brave 

and brilliant enough to infuse classical music into their community by meeting people where they are - 

literally and figuratively. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy? 100%! Not only is NO EXIT inviting the community to 

enjoy classical music in unconventional settings, but they are also commissioning the up and coming 

musical voices of the art form. Pouring resources into the composers who could one day be the next Henry 

Cowell or Steve Reich is selfless, brilliant and will only lead to fruitful outcomes in the future. Organization 

Capacity? Yes and Yes! NO EXIT's plan for execution is 100% sound and has clear outcomes and goals. 

I love that they already have secured and given a down payment to the composers who will be making new 

works and have definitive plans on how to market the Composers Concert Series to foster maximum 

audience attendance. Such a beautiful and well thought out endeavor! NO EXIT has my 100% support! 

Bravo! 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application provides evidence that the funding criteria are met. NO EXIT is a unique 

program which develops and performs contemporary chamber music. The public benefit is clear: their 

performances are free and open to the public; they provide opportunities for collegiate music students to 

preform new classical compositions; they proved master classes to high school musicians. With respect to 

artistic vibrancy, the programming certainly inspires the community to think creatively. While there is a 

mechanism to gather public response, the application does not clarify how that feedback is used. 

Organizational capacity appears sound. CAC funds are earmarked for composer salaries and the match is 

secured. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application somewhat describes the public benefit gained from this project. The organization 

describes its audience, but not the benefit that the audience will gain through the project. The musical 

vibrancy of the project is clear and is evident in the high qualifications of the artists involved. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: They have a clear understanding of the community, but I wonder if it might be time to be more 

intentional about outreach to grow the audience. Seems to me that focusing on a small circle may not be 

helping these emerging composers as much as possible. What are the new avenues for promotion? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This organization has demonstrated their organizational capacity to do this work and the 

knowledge to provide high artistic quality. I would have liked to see more detailed information about the 

communities they serve, but the information they provided did show that they know exactly who they are 

serving. While the stated goal seems vague, the ways they will measure success provided more clarity 

about what they hope to accomplish exactly. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

